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At the top of the property ladder

.V

Mame: Brian Keenan
Company: Keenan Property
Management
wwww kpm.ie
Job: Managing Director
Career:  B.Sc in Valuation
Surveying and Diploma in Proper-
ty Economics, Bolton Street
College of Technology/TCD, 1993

Graduate Diploma in Business
Studms, Smurfit Business School
UCD 1994

- Moved to Boston with
wife-to-be, Niamh, 1994

Joined General Investment &
Development, Boston, 1924-97
. Returnad to lreland to set up
KPR, 1897

' KPM became |AVI member, 1998

Maoved to 1,000-square-foot
premises in Abbey Street, 1999
" Rapid growth led to move 1o
5,000-square-fool premises in
Santry, 2005
° Set up maintenance division
hased in Ballymun, 2006

Opened Cork office, end of 2006

In-tray: Achieving projected
turnover of around £4.5 million
this year — and campaigning for
greater protection for Irish land-
lords.

Peter Cluskey

talks to Brian Keenan
about KPM, the

1997 with a small loan
from his father, and
which now has an
annual turnover
of €4.5m

| property management |
company he started in |

|
i

IMING is everything in busi-

ness. A good idea in a buoyant

econonmuc climate is far more
likely to succeed and prosper than the
same idea in the teeth of an economic
downturn.

We've all seen 1t over the past
decade: when tunes are good, every-
one is on the lookout for the next “big |
thing”. But when the going gets
tough, it's hard to raise even a yhmmer

of interest.

Brian Keenan has seen the impact of
timing from baoth perspectives. When
he emerged from Bolton Streer Col-
lege in 1993 with his BSc in Valuaton
Surveying, there was still no sign of the
boom that was about to start gathering |
momentum. “There was no sign at all |
of things picking up” he- recalls.
“There were very few jobs. around.
And so my wife-to-be, Niamh, and [ |
decided to head for the bright hghts of |
Boston — on two one-way tickers,
quite literally.”

With his brand-new qualifications,
he rapidly landed a job in the property
business, in the head office of General
Investinent & Development, essentially
an apartment block management com-
pany with branches all over the US. It
gave Keenan an invaluable ‘grounding
in the real estate business — a forensic

knowledge of how to build and man-

age a property portiolio. .,

and an eye
for a bargain.







